


This week the Sanctuary 
Lamp is dedicated in  

loving memory of  
Fred Parris 
Requested by  

his loving wife, Emma 

PLEASE PRAY FOR ON OUR MILITARY & SICK LIST  
OUR MILITARY: Lt. Christian Amplo, Tyler Barin, James W.           
Boguski, Petty Officer Tim  Edwards, Corpsman Ethan Fyfe, SSgt           
Airman Kris Knaup, Sgt. Pete Law, ET2 Ronald Marrero, Jr. USN, Capt. 
Jennifer Niemann, LTJG Callahan Scott & those who serve in the military. 
OUR SICK: John (Jack) William Adelizzi, Tate Balcarek, Marie Bantivo-
glio, Brian Baratta, Steven Baratta, Andrea Bass, Dom Battista, Katie 
Becker, Diana Bossafina, Elizabeth Belli, Vivienne Belli, Jen Boyle, John 
C., Lorraine Cerino, Sharon Ciminera, Joseph  Clapper, Alexis Clarke, 
Mary Clarke, John Conrad, Jimmy Contento, Ron Cooperman, Baby Luca 
D., Deborah Jane, Fr. John Del Duca, Sis DeLuca, Diane DeSumma, 
James Edwards, Kerry Esbrandt, Abby Flores, Janice Florio, Nina Fran-
ciotti, Eileen Gorman, Bill Grady, Anne Greco, JAG, Judy, Charles Heinz, 
Robert Henderson,  Eileen J., Mary Ann J.,  Angie Johnson, John Thomas, 
Nicholas Kadatsky, M. Keeler, Evan K. , Fred Klepp, Christina & Lori 
Kosyla, Candelario, Carmen, Alan & Jacqueline  Lamboy,  Richard Mar-
tin, Mary, Susan Matteo, Michael W.  McDermott, Michael Montgomery, 
Geoff Moritz, William Navarra, Richard Neylan, Helen Paget, Josephine 
P., Peg Pavoni, Jackson Quilian, James Rabic,  Pattie Rando, Landon 
Reid, M. Ricci, Emelyn Rios, Jaelyn Rittmiller,  Patty Ruebeck, Agnes 
Rufo, Ron Saunders, Bear Shaw, Fr. Bob Smith, Carl & Anita Stech, Ste-
phen, Margaret Sullivan, Joseph Thomas, Lil Traino, Mary  Von Stetina,  
George Walzer, Baby Everly Wampole, Joan Wheelwright, Richard 
Zangara & all of the sick.    

This Weekend’s Second Collection: Retired Religious Fund 
Give to those who have given their lives to others!  Your donation 

helps by raising funds for retired religious, helps religious institutes 
assess their retirement needs/plans, educates in asset allocation, and 
develops tools, programs, services, and resource materials to address 
their retirement.  More info:  https://www.usccb.org/offices/national-

religious-retirement-office 

Christmas Flower Mass 
Saturday, December 27th at 5:00pm 
Remember your loved ones by making a           

donation to the Christmas Flower Fund.  Write 
your intentions on your Christmas flower            

envelope.  Then join us for Mass on Dec. 27th 
with your loved one(s) as the intention. 

Stewardship 
11/23 Reg -$7,110   11/23 Online—$1863.09 

Military-$105 11/30 Reg -11/30-$6,786 
Human Develop.-$192   5th/6th-$3,496.32 

Thanksgiving-Cherry Hill Food Pantry-$824 
11/30 Online-$1,127.66  Christmas-$300 

Church in Africa-$10 Christmas flowers-$40 
Religious Retirement-$25  Thank you! 

Mass Intentions 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Monday,        December 8, 2025 
8:00am           Richard Schmitz 
                       (Birthday Remembrance) 
                       r/b Jean Schmitz    
12:15pm         Richard Haydinger, Sr.   
                       r/b Richard & Jane Belli  
7:00pm           Michael Caprarola 
                       r/b The Lynch family                   
Tuesday,       December 9, 2025  
8:00am            Jean & Mike DelSordo 
                       r/b The DelSordo family    
Wednesday,  December 10, 2025 
8:00am           Kevin Smith &  
                        Ginger Walsh 
                       r/b  The Dwyer family 
Thursday,     December 11, 2025  
8:00am           People of the Parish                                                                           
Friday,          December 12, 2025 
8:00am           Terrence George Tuttle 
                       r/b  the family 
                       Anthony Uwadileke  
                       r/b Glory Uche-Ajuba 
Saturday,      December 13, 2025 
5:00pm           Alberto Tenorio 
                        r/b Adelia Mendoza 
Third Sunday of Advent: December 14 
8:30am           Dr. Lou Keeler  
                       Deacon Jim Smith 
                       r/b Jan Rueppel 
                       Bob Rueppel 
                       r/b The Sandrow family  
                       Emma Newcomb 
                       r/b St. Mary Church 
                       Rosita Baldonado 
                       r/b Paulette Nadis 
10:30am         Dr. Louis Keeler 
                       r/b The Albanese family 
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Like all liturgical seasons, Advent is celebrated 
with signs & symbols, in this case to communicate the 
theme of waiting with patience and joyful expectation 
for Our Savior’s return. Light and darkness figure 
prominently. As this is the darkest time of the year, so 
our longing for the return of daylight is mirrored in our 
longing for the return of Christ, the “Light of the 
World” by rejecting deeds of darkness and “putting on 
the armor of light.”  (Rm 13:12)  

This is where the custom of lighting our 
homes and other places at this time of year is root-
ed.  Whether with colorful strings or a simple candle in 
a window, such festive lighting demonstrates our joy in 
Our Lord’s First Coming and our readiness to receive 
Him at His Second, literally lighting His way to us. 

The most prominent symbol is the Advent 
Wreath: a circle of evergreen branches surrounding 
four candles by which we count the weeks of the sea-
son.  It originated in winter solstice rituals practiced by 
the Germanic tribes of northern Europe prior to their 
conversion to Christianity. As daylight faded to just a 
few hours each day, native evergreens, symbols of life 
persisting in the cold of winter, were woven through the 
spokes of wheels stripped from wagons which were 
useless in the deep snow. Torches were attached & set 
ablaze each night while the people sang, danced, and 
implored the “sun god” to bring back it’s light and 
warmth until daylight began to grow longer.  

Christian missionaries were quick to draw on 
this custom as symbolic of our hope for the Son of God 
who is “Light from Light” to return as promised. Cou-
pled with the evergreens, the Wreath takes on added 
symbolism in that as a circle, a line with no beginning 
or end, it reminds us of the eternity of God and His 
loving promise of a share in His everlasting life. Can-
dles in the colors of Advent (more on that next week) 
eventually replaced the torches.  

If you haven’t done so already, a great way to 
enter into the spirit of the season, especially with chil-
dren, is making an Advent Wreath for your 
home.  You can light the appropriate number of candles 
at dinnertime as you say grace, and perhaps add a sim-
ple petition like, “Lord Jesus, come!” More on Advent 
symbols next week. 

  
LET’S GO EAGLES, FLYERS, SIXERS                         

and UNION!!! 
In His Love, Fr. Mike 





Children, ages 4-8, are welcome to 
join us at the 10:30am Sunday Mass. 
The presider will call the children up, 

then head over to the Chapel. Our 
leaders teach the Liturgy of the Word 

at the right  level for their                      
understanding, all while having 
fun. Children then return for the             

Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

12 day Pilgrimage to France with Fr Mike  
April 13-24, 2026 (All inclusive from Newark)         
Cost per person: $5,295 ; Lourdes, Toulouse, 
Carcassonne, Avignon, Lyon, Ars, Paray Le 
Monial, Nevers, Chartres, Lisieux, Mont St. 

Michel, Normandy and Paris.  Daily Mass a the 
Holy sites. Round trip bus service to Newark  
Airport is included in price. Brochures are in 
the Church, Parish office, and on the website.  
Info at Pilgrimage Tours, LLC: 1- 800-278-
1351 or visit: catholic-pilgrimage-tours.com. 

Join Drs. Tim Gray and John Sehorn as they         
examine this dogma of the Catholic faith, 

promulgated in 1854 by Pope Pius IX, speaks 
of Mary’s conception and what it means to the 
Church.  Our Parish has a FORMED subscrip-

tion. Visit formed.org/signup and select our 
parish. 

  Cherry Hill Food Pantry 
(CHFP)  Current Needs: 

corn, green beans, stuffing mix, 
coffee, pasta sauce, soup (esp. 

cream of mushroom and chicken; 
no tomato please), brownie mix, 
and detergent  Bring in your non-

perishable items to St. Mary 
Church and place in the  bins.  

Christmas Shopping Made Easy  
A Letter from Our Youth Minister 

Lower temperatures, heavier clothing, but worst of all, it looks like 
it’s 7:00pm when it’s only 4:30pm! Despite that, Christmas, and  

everything it comes with, certainly gives us something we all look 
forward to, and perhaps some things that come with it that we don’t. 

Whether you love or hate shopping, our teens have prepared our 
most festive fundraising table of the year since January: The           

Christmas Shop. We have small gifts, gift wrap, decorations, hard to 
find religious greeting cards, and even sacramental gifts for Baptism, 
Communion, and Confirmation. This is a great way to get the small 

items off your list. It’s the table I personally look forward to the most 
(the other ones are great too though!).  

This letter seems to sound like a sales pitch already, but I want to 
also share with you the work that our youth put into this year’s table 
long before it is scheduled to open up. In January, when we reviewed 

our 2024 table, we decided to try a few new things. First, we are            
going to have live poinsettias available. We don’t plan to have too 

many since this would be the first time. Next, our teens crafted their 
own globe ornaments at the September Service Social to sell. We 
made then poured in artificial snow, and inserted a plastic sprig of 

pine needles, pom-poms, or other filler. Last, by popular demand, we 
are going to open the table at an 8:30am Mass. For years, we ran our 
tables at the 5:00pm and 10:30am Masses. We tried an 8:30am table 
for another fundraiser a couple of times in years past, but had very 
little or no sales. I know that the 8:30am Mass is more populated in 

recent years, so we will try an 8:30am Mass as a test.  
You can catch our table at the 5:00pm Mass on December 6th, and 
20th, the 8:30am Mass on December 7th, and the10:30am Mass on 
December 7th, 14th, and 21st. Even if you don’t have much need to 

shop, stop by the table to watch the Mr. Christmas machine play             
different songs on 16 small bells of different notes. You can think of 
it as the Youth Group version of the Wannamaker Christmas show           
(I hope we get to see that again some day). As the flyer says, just    

listen for the music bells! 

THANKSGIVING TURKEY DRIVE TY! 
Thanks to YOUR generosity, we collected 40 

turkeys for St. Joe’s Pro-Cathedral and $195 to 
the St Thomas More St Vincent de Paul Socie-
ty.  Thank you for your care for those in need. 



NOTICE: The Church and Parish Hall have 
video recording which will be reviewed in the 
event of suspicious activities.  
Sacrament of Baptism Baptisms can be 
scheduled by contacting the Parish office. 
Parents are required to attend a preparatory 
session. Godparents are encouraged to          
attend the prep session.  
Visitation & Anointing of the Sick  Please 
call the office if you or a family member is 
seriously ill, facing/recovering from surgery 
and would like to see a priest or receive the 
Anointing of the Sick. Holy Communion is 
also available to those who are homebound.  
Marriage Couples planning to marry should 
contact the Parish office one year in advance 
of their wedding date to reserve the date on 
our calendar. The Reception Hall should not 
be reserved before that. Couples will then 
schedule their marriage preparation        
sessions.  
Funerals The proper form of burial for a 
baptized Catholic is the Mass of Christian 
Burial. The Mass is the greatest prayer of 
the Church. Your Funeral Director will  
assist in making the necessary arrangements 
with St. Mary.  
Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
The OCIA is a process of formation for full 
initiation into the Catholic Church. It is open 
to those never baptized, those baptized in 
another faith, and Catholics who have not 
received First Communion and                     
Confirmation. Contact the Parish office at 
(856) 424-1454. 
Saint Mary's Youth Ministry  Open for 
6th-12th graders. Events occur year round. 
Contact Stan Thompson at sthomp-
soniii@aol.com or extension 1004. 
Christ's Kids: Returns in Sept. Kids 4-8 
can join us Sundays at the 10:30am Mass for 
our in-person program. Our online show can 
be found here: tinyurl.com/ChristsKids  
Liturgy Committee Anyone interested in  

learning more about our Sacred Liturgy is  
invited to attend. Please contact the office.  
Finance Council meets throughout the 
year and on an “as needed” basis, assisting 
the Pastor in the temporal needs of the 
Parish; Generates a yearly working budg-
et, offers recommendations to the Pastor 
and presents parishioners with periodic 
statements to ensure its financial stability.  
Parish Pastoral Council is comprised of 
elected and appointed parishioners, meets 
throughout the year as an advisory board 
to the Pastor to address parish needs,            
possibilities, and plans.  Your comments 
are welcome through the Parish office.                                            
stmarychpastoralcouncil@gmail.com. 
Resurrection Catholic School 402 N. 
Kings Highway, Cherry Hill. (856) 667-
3034.  
Small Christian Community Are you 
interested in learning more about your 
faith with others and meet some great peo-
ple in the process? Contact: Gloria (856) 
466-2683 for information.  
Donations to St. Mary “Parish Giving" is 
a safe and easy way to offer an online  
donation. Use the QR code or go to our 
website under "Online giving" to get  
started. You can also use a credit card or 
PayPal to make a donation 
directly through our web-
site. Lastly, if you wish to 
contribute by check or 
cash, envelopes can be 
mailed to you by contact-
ing the Parish office.  
ARE YOU IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
Are you or a loved one in need of prayer? 
Please feel free to reach out to our          
Prayerline Ministry will pray for your  
intentions! Please contact the office with 
your information. (856) 424-1454 or 
stmarycherryhill@gmail.com.  

KNIGHTS OF  
COLUMBUS (KOC)  

The KOC is a brotherhood 
of  Catholic men devoted to Charity, 

Unity,  Fraternity, and Patriotism.  
We devote our work locally by  

helping the mentally challenged, 
funding  local pro-life centers,  aid-
ing our seminarians, and  supporting 
the parishes of St. Mary, St. Thomas 

More and Christ our Light! Visit  
kofc.org/joinus.   Include “Council 
6173” when asked and use the pro-

mo code  BLESSED MCGIVNEY to 
join for free.  John Galati at 856-207
-1111; johnsgalati@comcast.net or  

Paul Kenny at 609-876-7690   
klendathue@gmail.com.  

PARISH CALENDAR 
This Weekend: December 6/7 
Confessions  8:30am & 4:00pm 
11:00am Junior Choir Rehearsal 

ANGEL TREE GIFT RETURN 
Second Coll.: Retired Religious 

Youth Ministry: Christmas Shop  
Sat: 5:00pm  Sun: 8:30am 
9:20am Religious Ed class 
10:30am Youth Led Mass 

Monday, December 8 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

8:00am, 12:15pm, & 7:00pm 
No Miraculous Medal Novena 

6:00pm Confirmation Review (Hall) 
Tuesday, December 9 

9:00am Virtus Class (105-106) 
7:00pm Knights of Columbus (Hall) 

Wednesday, December 10 
10:00am Small Christian Comm (102) 

Parish office closes at Noon 
1:00pm Card Sharks (103/104) 

Thursday, December 11 
8:30am Rosary (Chapel) 

12:15pm Divine Mercy Chaplet (FB) 
1:00pm Exercise class 

8pm Online Eucharistic Adoration 
Next Weekend: December 13/14 
Confessions  8:30am & 4:00pm 
11:00am Junior Choir Rehearsal 

Youth Ministry: Christmas Shop  
6PM: DESSERT WITH ST. NICK 
Sat: 5:00pm  Sun: 8:30am & 10:30am 

 No Religious Ed class 
(*may be livestreamed; by attending  you           

are  giving us your consent to  record                  
& broadcast your image.)  

Infertility Information & 
Resources 

Visit our web-
site under the 

Pro-Life page or 
use the QR 

Code great re-
sources from the 

Sisters of Life 
“Imprint Maga-
zine” including:  

Fertility Education and Medical 
Mgmt (FEMM), NaPro Technology, 

The Gianna Center and more! 
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BOCCO 
FUNERAL HOME

WWW.BOCCOFUNERALHOME.COM

856-795-5991
1300 North Kings Hwy. 

Cherry Hill 08034

Joseph C. Bocco, Jr. 
MANAGER, N.J. LIC. NO. 3323

Nicholas Joseph Lukaszewicz  
DIRECTOR,  N.J. LIC. NO. 5119

IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need

4 Ambulance 4 Police 4 Family  

		       4 GPS & Fall Alert

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

800.808.9294

CALL NOW!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Raluca Tutulescu

rtutulescu@4LPi.com 

(800) 477-4574 x6222

Jesus Bread of Life
Catholic Cemetery

& Mausoleum
Mausoleum Crypts,

Marble Niches, Glass Niches, 
Garden Graves

A Ministry of Hope in Eternal Life

Pre-Planning Discounts and

Financing for St. Mary’s Parishioners,

Military, KOC and First Responders

1.5 miles from 1-295
3055 Fostertown Road, Mt. Laurel ,NJ

(856) 317-6400
www.catholiccemeteriessouthjersey.org

1950 ROUTE 70 EAST SUITE 200, 

CHERRY HILL, NJ 08003

• Elder Law  

• Estate Planning

• Special Needs Planning

LIFE REQUIRES PLANNING

FENDRICKMORGANLAW.COM | 856-489-8388

Douglas A. Fendrick, Esq

D AV I D  B A D E C K I
Orion Financial Advisors, LLC

Investment Advisor Representative

Licensed Insurance Agent
CRD# 783443

856.252.1535

david.badecki@orionfinancialadvisor.com
www.orionfinancialadvisor.com

✅
✅
✅
✅

Medicare & Social Security Optimization
Retirement & Income Planning
Roth Conversions & Tax Strategies

Investment & Legacy Planning
Not affiliated with or endorsed by the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare program

ABOUT BILL’S FLOORING AND REMODELING
Serving the Tri State Area for over 32 Years. We o�er Luxury Vinyl Plank, Carpet, Hardwood and Tile. 

We can install most flooring the next day. We also o�er Kitchen & Bathroom remodeling.
$500 OFF With a Free Estimate

billsflooringandremodeling.com

Call us at: 856-264-1079  CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

FRANK A. CHIACCHIO
Enrolled Agent

856-209-5086
The Executive Center

1 Eves Drive, Suite 111, Marlton

SterlingTAG.com

Sterling Tax &
Advisory Group



New Jersey

CatholicMatch.com/NJ
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Flowers - Gifts - Home Decor

BakanasFlowers.com
27 N. Maple Ave., Marlton, NJ 08053

(856) 983-0055  WeddingsByBakanas.com

1900 Greentree & Springdale Roads

Springdale Plaza • Cherry Hill

(856) 424-1255
(856) 424-9010

Office 609.654.6600  • www.tricountydevelopmentgroup.com

206 Medford Mt. Holly Rd., Medford, NJ 08055

Kitchen & Bath, Home Remodeling and Custom Homes

Dream it. 
Design it. 
Build it.

Preparing drivers  
for the roadways of life 

Schedule your Driving Lessons TODAY!

856-829-2880
121 E. Broad Street, Palmyra, NJ 08065

www.advantage-drivingschool.com 
Since 2010. Emphasizing safe driving 
practices as we prepare our student 
drivers for the New Jersey Written  
Exam and Road Test

856-541-3372
2501 CARMAN STREET • CAMDEN, NJ

551 SPRUCE STREET • CAMDEN, NJ
micasitadaycare2@verizon.net

Mi Casita
Day Care Center 2

Ana M. Trotter
Program Director

Ages 18 months to 5 years 
Free childcare for  

Camden area (ages 3-5)

Accepting most major insurances, including Medicare.

Keeping Cherry Hill moving since 2005
1919 Greentree Road • Cherry Hill NJ 08003

O�ce 856-424-0993

Balance/Falls

Low Back Pain

Sciatica

Vertigo/Dizziness

Arthritis.

SCHETTER FUNERAL HOME
856-429-8545 • 304 W. Route 70, Cherry Hill

www.schetterfh.com 
WILLIAM A. SCHETTER, JR., DIRECTOR, LIC. # 3393  • EDMUND J. PUTNICK, DIRECTOR, LIC. # 3949 

WILLIAM A. SCHETTER III, MANAGER, LIC. # 4826

MATH TUTOR  
10+ Years Experience

Grades 1-12
SAT Math Prep

“Mrs. Pat” Galie
patg53@hotmail.com

856-725-6162

comfortkeepers.com/cherryhill
523 HOLLYWOOD AVE #207 • CHERRY HILL, NJ 08002

Proudly Serving  

the Catholic Church  

of St. Mary

(856) 857-6120
Fully licensed and insured

In-Home Senior Care
We assist with everything from 

hospital to home transitions, personal 
care, and light housekeeping. 

Whether it’s a few hours a week or 24 
hour live-in care, we help seniors stay 
in their homes and live independently.

www.bradleyfhmarlton.com

Jill Bradley Ingram
MANAGER  NJ LIC. #4226

Wilson R. Bradley
OWNER  NJ LIC. #2917

ROUTE 73 & EVESHAM ROAD
MARLTON

856-983-1005

Member

Order of Golden Rule

Brian J. Barnett NJ LIC. #3909 

Kevin T. Comber NJ LIC. #4660

Jared A. Kirschenbaum NJ LIC. #4716


